
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MARCH 17, 2020 BOARD MEETING 6:00 P.M. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

ROLL CALL: 

Supervisor McNamara ____________    Trustee Miller  ____________ 

Clerk Wright  ____________    Trustee White  ____________ 

Treasurer Budd  ____________    Engineer Potter  ____________ 

Trustee Frazier  ____________    Attorney McCauley ____________ 

Trustee Martin  ____________    Secretary Montgomery ____________ 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE AGENDA: 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Work Study Session Minutes of March 2, 2020. 

2. Board Meeting Minutes of March 3, 2020. 

3. Prepaid List of March 5, 2020. 

4. Prepaid Election Worker Payroll of March 10, 2020. 

5. Prepaid List of March 12, 2020. 

6. Voucher List of March 17, 2020. 

7. Approval of Resolution 2020-08 the Hiring Policy Process. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS/ PRESENTATIONS:  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New Business): 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. To consider approval of a one-year extension to the existing professional services agreement with 

Hydro Corp Inc. to provide inspection and other related services for enforcement of the SDWA 

mandated cross connection control program. 
 

REPORTS:  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

BOARD COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  
 

ADJOURNMENT: 



 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

WORK STUDY MEETING MINUTES  

MARCH 2, 2020 

 

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: Supervisor McNamara, 

Treasurer Budd, Trustee Martin, Trustee Miller, and Trustee White. Absent/Excused: Clerk Wright and Trustee 

Frazier. Others in attendance: Secretary Montgomery, DDA Deputy Director Lothringer, Public Services Director 

Best, Planning and Economic Development Director Powers, Executive Assistant Selman, Communications 

Specialist’s Albrecht and Nichols and an audience of two (2). 

 

Discussion on the Communications Internship Program and a brief discussion on the Legacy Project which involves 
youth interviewing senior members of the community in an effort to develop an oral history.  
 
Discussion on the 2019 Planning Commission Annual Report. The report outlined all projects brought before the 
Planning Commission in 2019. 
 
Discussion on Resolution 2020-07 and the Stormwater Maintenance Agreement with Subaru Research and 

Development Inc.  

 

Discussion on Resolution 2020-06 and the Stormwater Maintenance Agreement with U.S. Signal Properties LLC. 

Discussion on the selection of Davenport Brothers Construction in the amount of $132,000, to be expensed from 

Account #101-265-970-000 (Capital Outlay) for Entry improvements at Township Hall. 

 

Discussion on the selection of Crooked Tree Nursery in the amount of $133,092.15 to be expensed from Account 

#101-265-970-000 (Capital Outlay) for Landscaping improvements at Township Hall. 
 

CLOSED SESSION: None.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 

BOARD COMMENT:  Board member requested clarification regarding the process of bringing new hires before the 
Board for approval vs. when they are not. It was explained that all personnel who have a Personal Services 
Agreement are brought before the board, all others are not, and any increase in personnel is discussed during the 
annual budget review. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further discussion Miller moved, Martin seconded to adjourn the Work Study 

Session at 5:08 p.m. Motion Carried. 

______________________________    Date: _______________. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk      

______________________________    

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor     Date: ________________. 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 3, 2020 

 

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Present:  Supervisor McNamara, 
Treasurer Budd, Trustee Martin, Trustee Miller, and Trustee White. Absent/Excused: Clerk Wright and Trustee Frazier. 
Others in attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Public Services Director Best and Executive Assistant Renaud, and an 
audience of four (4). 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the items appearing on the agenda.  
 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Martin moved, Miller seconded to approve the agenda moving Consent agenda item # 3 the 
Prepaid List of February 20, 2020 to New Business item #3. Motion Carried. 
  
ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA: White moved, Miller seconded to approve the Consent Agenda [Work Study Session 

Minutes of February 18, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes of February 18, 2020, Prepaid List of February 27, 2020, Voucher 

List of March 3, 2020, Approval of the 2019 Planning Commission Annual Report, Approval of Resolution 2020-07 and the 

Stormwater Maintenance Agreement with Subaru Research and Development Inc., Approval of Resolution 2020-06 and 

the Stormwater Maintenance Agreement with U.S. Signal Properties LLC.] Motion Carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: None. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:  
The following announcements were made: Kids Kwon Do introductory classes to Tae Kwon Do will occur on Thursdays, 

April 2- June 4 from 6:30 p.m. to 7: 15 p.m. Ages 4 to 7 Residents $45, Non-residents $60; youth recreation will have host 

a 9- week gymnastics session from March 7 to May 16 fees vary by class; learn the basics and beyond about your iPhone 

at the September Days Senior Center clinic Thursday April 9, 2020; cheerleading with former EMU cheerleader Laura Abney 

will be on Mondays April 6 to May 11 from 5 to 5:45 p.m. ages 5 and up residents $50 and non-residents $65; National 

Rosie the Riveter Day is Saturday March 21 join us in celebrating at the Belleville Area Museum from 1-4:00 p.m. dressing 

up as Rosie or a suffragette is strongly encouraged with a group photo at 2:30 p.m.; the museum is hosting a “When Mark 

Twain Came to Michigan” (free for members, $5 for non-members) event with Al & Dave Eicher on March 19 from 6-8 

p.m.  Pizza, salad, pop served at 5:30 p.m.; the September Days Senior Center will be having a “Drive Away the Winter 

Blues Golf Clinic” on Thursdays at 1 p.m. starting March 5. This 4-week class will provide information as well as hands on 

training indoor and out. Sign up at the Senior Center;  the Recreation Department is offering an open craft night on Friday, 

March 27, 2020 from 5 p.m.- 8 p.m., bring your own tools/supplies, $2.00 per person includes pizza, register at least one 

day in advance, children must be accompanied by an adult; Parks and Recreation is hosting a fairy play dough or Jar of 

Dinosaurs Kids Crafty Saturday on March 14, 2020 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. for children grades k-5 at the cost of $5.00 per 

child, per craft and; the Parks and Recreation “Read & Upload” event runs during the month of March. Everyone is invited 

to grab a book and reboot your senses by reading in nature at one of our Van Buren Township parks. Snap a pic of you 

reading in one of our parks and send it to jzaenglein@vanburen-mi.org for us to upload it to our Facebook page; the 

Hopping Hullabaloo egg hunt will be on Saturday April 4, 2020 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. with 3 egg hunts for different age 

categories 10 a.m. toddler -4 yrs., 10:15 a.m. ages 5-9 and 10:25 ages 10-13 ; the Township Administrative offices will be 

closed on Tuesday March 10, 2020 due to the Presidential Primary Election; the Clerk’s Office will be open this Saturday 

March 7, 2020 from 7:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for absentee ballots and voter registration and congratulations to Economic 

Development and Planning Director Dan Powers on the birth of his son this morning.  

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New Business): None. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

mailto:jzaenglein@vanburen-mi.org


Budd moved, White seconded to approve the selection of Davenport Brothers Construction in the amount of $132,000, 

to be expensed from Account #101-265-970-000 (Capital Outlay) for Entry improvements at Township. Roll Call Vote.  

Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Martin. Nays: White and Miller. Motion Carried*. 

 

White moved, Budd seconded to approve the selection of Crooked Tree Nursery in the amount of $133,092.15 to be 

expensed from Account #101-265-970-000 (Capital Outlay) for Landscaping improvements at Township Hall. Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Martin. Nays: White and Miller. Motion Carried*. 

 

Miller moved, Martin seconded to approve the Prepaid List of February 20, 2020. Supervisor White questioned payment 

for the employee holiday lunch which was funded by donations. White read Section 750.490 of The Michigan Penal Code 

(Excerpt) Act 328 of 1931, 750.490 Safe keeping of public moneys and expressed his interpretation that the code disallows 

donation funds and expenses being co-mingled with Township funds. Treasurer Budd clarified that donation funds are not 

comingled and that the Township attorney has presented a legal opinion on this matter that indicates the procedure is 

legally compliant and donation funds are held in separate accounts. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Martin and 

Miller. Nays: White. Motion Carried. 

Miller called the question, seconded by McNamara. Roll call vote. Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Martin and Miller. Nays: White. 

Motion Carried.  

REPORTS: None. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  Resident requested follow up on the water issue on his property and how it 

relates to the ditch on Tyler Rd. A study of the issue was performed at the request of the Township by the engineering 

firm of Fishbeck that indicated the ditch is a privately owned ditch that has not been maintained by the property owner(s). 

The report further indicated that the Wayne County McClaughry drain also needed to be cleaned out however Wayne 

County, in 2014, determined that clean-out was not necessary. 

BOARD COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

ADJOURNMENT: Miller moved, Martin seconded to adjourn at 6:40 p.m. Motion Carried. 
 
*Supervisor McNamara indicated these motions had failed however, upon review of Roberts Rules, the motion(s) did not 
require a majority of the Board (4 votes) for passage, the motion only required a majority of the board attending the 
meeting (3 votes), and therefore both passed.  
 
______________________________    Date: _______________. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk      

______________________________    

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor     Date: ________________. 
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