
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JULY 17, 2018 BOARD MEETING 7:00 P.M. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Supervisor McNamara ____________      Trustee Miller    ____________ 

Clerk Wright   ____________      Trustee White    ____________ 

Treasurer Budd   ____________      Engineer Potter    ____________ 

Trustee Frazier   ____________      Attorney McCauley   ____________ 

Trustee Martin   ____________      Secretary Montgomery  ____________ 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE AGENDA: 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  
 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Work Study Session minutes of June 18, 2018. 

2. Board Meeting minutes of June 19, 2018. 

3. Prepaid List of June 21, 2018. 

4. Prepaid List of June 28, 2018. 

5. Prepaid List of July 5, 2018 

6. Prepaid List of July 12, 2018 

7. Voucher List of July 3, 2018 

8. Voucher List of July 17, 2018. 

9. Approval of the appointment of Scott Medlen to the LDFA with a term to expire August 12, 

2019. 

10. Approval of the appointment of Charles Larocque to the Board of Zoning Appeals as an alternate 

with a term to expire December 1, 2019. 

11. Approval of the appointment of Charles Larocque to the Local Development Finance Authority 

(LDFA) with a term to expire August 12, 2020. 

12. Approval of the Professional Services agreement between the Township and Detroit Wayne 

Mental Health Authority (DWMHA) for the Summer Youth Employment Program (The REAL). 

13. Approval of the amendment to the FY-2018 budget to fund line items: REAL Wages (101-101-

706-000) and REAL Expenses reimbursement (101-101-956-002). 

14. Adoption of Resolution 2018-12 affirming approval of the Senior Alliance 2019 Annual 

Implementation Plan for Aging Services. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS/ PRESENTATIONS: 

 1. Presentation of the Silver Award Project-“Benches for Belleville”. 

 2. Presentation by State Representative Erika Geiss. 

 3. Presentation by the Civic Fund. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New Business): 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
   

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Approval of the first amendment to the Professional Services Agreement between the Township  

    and Detroit Wayne Mental Health Authority (DWMHA) for the Summer Youth Employment  

    Program (The REAL). 
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2. To consider approval of the Conditional Rezoning Agreement between the Township and Harold 

Smith in association with the rezoning of 50015 and 50061 Michigan Avenue. 

3. To consider approval of the second (final) reading of Ordinance 06-19-18 to rezone parcels 83-

021-99-0002-000; 83-021-99-0001-000; 83-022-01-0003-004; 83-022-01-0004-003; 83-022-01-

0005-005; 83-022-01-0006-001; 83-022-01-0007-001; 83-022-01-0008-003; 83-023-99-0005-

000; otherwise known as the Harold Smith Farm at 50015 Michigan Avenue & 50061 Michigan 

Avenue from R1-C, Single Family Residential to M-1, Light Industrial with conditions.  

4. To consider approval of the Development Agreement between the Township and the 

potential developer for the “Pancake Project”. 

5.   To consider approval of Ross and Barr, Inc. to provide a new carport for the Van Buren  

Township Public Safety Department. 

6. To consider approval of Resolution 2018-14 purchase of land from the State of Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources, Parcel ID: 83-081-99-0020-0001. 

 
 

REPORTS:  

 1. March 2018 Budgetary Report 

 2. April 2018 Budgetary Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

 

BOARD COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS : 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 



 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

WORK STUDY MEETING MINUTES  

JUNE 18, 2018 

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Sheldon Room.  Present: Supervisor 

McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Miller, and Trustee White. Absent/Excused: Clerk Wright and 

Trustee Martin. Others in attendance: Executive Assistant Selman, Secretary Montgomery, Downtown 

Development Authority Director Ireland, Planning and Economic Development Director Akers, Museum Director 

Dallos and an audience of ten (10). 
 

Supervisor McNamara request the order of new business be changed moving item #4 to item #1 with all remaining 

items to be discussed sequentially. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Discussion on leasing a portion of the old Fire Hall (located at 130 4th Street, Belleville) to O’Neal Construction Inc. 

for a term of 20 months. The agreement provides a short-term lease to O’Neal Construction at the old fire hall 

adjacent to the museum in exchange O’Neal Construction agrees to pay $400.00 a month for 20 months and provide 

repairs to the decaying brickwork. 
 

Discussion on Resolution 2018-11 Opioid Litigation Resolution, approval for Authority to Represent and Professional 

Services Agreement between the Township and Sommers Schwartz. The multi-jurisdictional lawsuit is being 

spearheaded by the law firm Sommers Schwartz and is being brought against opioid pharmaceutical companies and 

opioid retailers.  
 

Discussion on the first reading of Ordinance 06-19-18 to rezone parcels 83-021-99-0002-000; 83-021-99-0001-000; 

83-022-01-0003-004; 83-022-01-0004-003; 83-022-01-0005-005; 83-022-01-0006-001; 83-022-01-0007-001; 83-

022-01-0008-003; 83-023-99-0005-000; otherwise known as the Harold Smith Farm at 50015 Michigan Avenue & 

50061 Michigan Avenue from R1-C, Single Family Residential to M-1, Light Industrial with conditions. The rezoning 

request has received approval from the planning commission. A public informational meeting was held on June 11, 

2018 with an attendance of approximately fifty residents from the neighboring Denton Village subdivision.  A Public 

Hearing was held June 13, 2018 at which three comments received all of which were in support of the re-zoning. 

Conditions include a residential buffer area that includes a ten-foot berm with eight-foot evergreen trees.  
 

Discussion on the Van Buren Township Downtown Development Authority’s approval of the 2018 Aerotropolis 

dues. Bob Luce, Executive Director of the Detroit Region Aerotropolis, provided a brief update indicating 28 project 

sites have been identified this year with 14 of those sites being within Van Buren Township, potential development 

currently identified as  “project pancake” at the Harold Smith farm on Michigan Avenue, development of 

partnerships with the foreign chamber of commerce, State of Michigan, additional funding from CBRE real estate 

services, established voting rights for participating members and an increased presence at business development 

conferences and trade shows on a global basis. Recent major projects within the Aerotropolis region include 

Amazon (Romulus), Penske (Romulus) and German manufacturer Brose (Huron Township). The Aerotropolis report 

may be downloaded from the website www. DetroitAero.org.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further discussion Miller moved, Budd seconded to adjourn the Work Study 

Session at 4:48 p.m. Motion Carried. 

______________________________    Date: _______________. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk      

______________________________    

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor     Date: ________________. 



 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

JUNE 19, 2018 
 

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: Supervisor McNamara, 

Treasurer Budd, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin, Trustee Miller and Trustee White. Absent/Excused: Clerk Wright. 

Others in attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Downtown Development Director Ireland, Human Resource Director 

Sumpter, Planning and Economic Development Director Akers and an audience of twelve (12). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the items appearing on the revised 

agenda.  

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Budd moved, Frazier seconded to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion Carried. 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA: Miller moved, Budd seconded to approve the Consent Agenda [Work Study 
Session minutes of June 4, 2018, Closed Session minutes of June 4, 2018, Board Meeting minutes of June 5, 2018, 
Prepaid List of June 7, 2018, Prepaid List of June 14, 2018, Voucher List of June 19, 2018, Approval of leasing a 
portion of the old Fire Hall (located at 130 4th Street, Belleville) to O’Neal Construction Inc. for a term of 20 months]. 
Motion Carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: None. 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: Presentation: Director Sumpter provided an overview 

of the 2018 R.E.A.L. Summer Youth program indicating she has established partnerships with DTE, Culvers, Wayne 

County Airport Authority, U.S. Ecology, Waste Management and Schoolcraft College who will provide educational 

learning opportunities, set a goal of 36 landscape maintenance projects within the Township, collaborated with the 

Belleville Area Museum to have participants assist in archive maintenance, collaborated with the Township 

recreation program to provide camp counselors in training and established a final project management and 

leadership training exercise whereby participants will form teams who will create a boat out of a cardboard box and 

paddle it across the pool at Holiday Inn Express. Director Sumpter is seeking additional landscape projects 

throughout the Township to assist individuals age fifty-five and older. For more information call 734-699-8900 

extension 9293. 

Presentation: Bob Luce, Executive Director of the Detroit Region Aerotropolis, provided a brief update indicating 

28 project sites have been identified this year with 14 of those sites being within Van Buren Township, potential 

development currently identified as  “project pancake” at the Harold Smith farm on Michigan Avenue, development 

of partnerships with the foreign chamber of commerce, state of Michigan, additional funding through CBRE real 

estate services, established voting rights for participating members and an increased presence at business 

development conferences and trade shows on a global basis. Recent major projects within the Aerotropolis region 

include Amazon (Romulus), Penske (Romulus) and German manufacturer Brose (Huron Township). The Aerotropolis 

report may be downloaded from the website www. DetroitAero.org.  
 

Presentation: The auditing firm of Plante Moran presented the 2017 final annual audit of all Township funds. The 

Township received the highest level of assurance permitted. The audit encompassed all revenues and expenditures 

throughout the Township. Overall General Revenue outweighed expenditures by $1.949 million at year end with a 

current General Fund fund balance of $7.929 million. Going forward the Township will need to remain focused on 

LDFA bond payments which will exceed taxes captured within the district in mid-2019 and continue to monitor 

OPEB (Other Post Employment Benefits) obligations in accordance with Public Act 202 of 2017. Current Township 

pension liability is funded at 72% which exceeds the recommended 60% threshold established under Act 202. Board 

members discussed the efforts made to fund OPEB liabilities, currently at 11.3%, with several Board members 

expressing a desire to increase the amount currently being dedicated. Supervisor McNamara explained that 

dedicated OPEB funding efforts are consistent with other municipalities, additional funding is being placed in a 
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Long-Term debt fund and that placing too much into the OPEB fund could be risky in the event the State of Michigan 

seized all municipal OPEB funds. Further discussion will occur during the Budget Preparation Meetings in August.  
 

Announcements:  Fireworks will be held at the Beck Ballfield on June 30, 2018 at dusk, Weight Watchers begins at 

Township Hall on July 5, 2018. Township administrative offices will be closed July 4, 2018 in observance of 

Independence Day and the next Board of Trustees Meeting will be held July 17, 2018.  

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New Business):  The Wayne County Economic Development Corporation 

Development Manager praised the work of the Detroit Region Aerotropolis Corporation and encouraged the Board 

to approve continued support. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

Budd moved, Miller seconded to approve the 2017 annual audit of all Township funds. Motion Carried. 
 

Frazier moved, Miller seconded to approve Resolution 2018-11 Opioid Litigation Resolution, approval for Authority 

to Represent and Professional Services Agreement between the Township and Sommers Schwartz. Motion Carried. 

The multi-jurisdictional lawsuit is being spearheaded by the law firm Sommers Schwartz and is being brought against 

opioid pharmaceutical companies and opioid retailers.  
 

Martin moved, Budd seconded to approve the first reading of Ordinance 06-19-18 to rezone parcels 83-021-99-

0002-000; 83-021-99-0001-000; 83-022-01-0003-004; 83-022-01-0004-003; 83-022-01-0005-005; 83-022-01-0006-

001; 83-022-01-0007-001; 83-022-01-0008-003; 83-023-99-0005-000; otherwise known as the Harold Smith Farm 

at 50015 Michigan Avenue & 50061 Michigan Avenue from R1-C, Single Family Residential to M-1, Light Industrial 

with conditions. Motion Carried. The rezoning request has received approval from the planning commission. A 

public informational meeting was held on June 11, 2018 with an attendance of approximately fifty residents from 

the neighboring Denton Village subdivision.  A Public Hearing was held June 13, 2018 at which three comments 

received all of which were in support of the re-zoning. Conditions include a residential buffer area that includes a 

ten-foot berm with eight-foot evergreen trees.  

 

Miller moved, Martin seconded to approve concur with the Van Buren Township Downtown Development Authority 

and approve the 2018 Aerotropolis dues. Motion Carried. 

 

REPORTS: Board members received the December 2017, January 2018 and February 2018 Budgetary Reports. The 

reports are available at the Clerk’s Office 46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren Township, MI 48111. 

PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS: None. 

BOARD COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  Trustee Miller thanked Wayne County Commissioner Al Hadious for his 

assistance in assessing safety issues associated with the bridge on Huron River Drive. Trustee Frazier announced 

E.Q. will hold a Public Hearing regarding their request for modifications and expansion and expressed she would 

like to see public hearing notices placed on the Township website. Frazier expressed her disappointment with the 

development progress, ordinance violations and inability for the Township to take more action against the 

developer in the Cobblestone Ridge subdivision. Supervisor McNamara assured Board members that the Township 

was following the developer closely within legal guidelines and has responded to all resident concerns. Board 

members expressed their desire to be copied on all resident responses since they are currently only being included 

on resident complaints. 

ADJOURNMENT: Miller moved, Frazier seconded to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Motion Carried. 
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_____________________________________     Date: ______________ 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk 

_____________________________________     Date:  ______________ 

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor 
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