
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2017 BOARD MEETING 7:00 P.M. 

 TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Supervisor McNamara ____________      Trustee Miller    ____________ 

Clerk Wright   ____________      Trustee White    ____________ 

Treasurer Budd   ____________      Engineer Potter   ____________ 

Trustee Frazier   ____________      Attorney McCauley   ____________ 

Trustee Martin   ____________      Secretary Montgomery  ____________ 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Work Study Session minutes of September 5, 2017. 

2. Board Meeting minutes of September 5, 2017. 

3. Prepaid List of September 7, 2017. 

4. Prepaid List of September 14, 2017. 

5. Voucher List of September 19, 2017 

6. Approval of the 2018 Board of Trustees Meeting Schedule. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  
 

CORRESPONDENCE:  
  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
  

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. To consider approval of the Memorandum of Understanding for Western Wayne County Special 

Operation Team. 
 

REPORTS:  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 



 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

WORK STUDY MEETING MINUTES  

SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. in the Sheldon Room.  Present: Supervisor 

McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk Wright, Trustee White, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin and Trustee Miller. Absent   

Others in attendance:  Secretary Montgomery, Developmental Services Director Akers and Deputy Director Best, 

Executive Assistant Selman, Public Services Director Taylor, Recreation Director Wright, Recreation Director 

Zaenglein, Senior Coordinator McBride, DDA Director Ireland and Deputy Director Lothringer, Engineer Potter and 

an audience of seven (7). 

NEW BUSINESS:    

Trustee Miller requested the addition of New Business item #6: Discussion on the replacement of current Apple 

Airpad Board Packet Tablets.  

Discussion on the 2017 amended and 2018 proposed Downton Development Authority (DDA) budget. Director 

Ireland and Deputy Director Lothringer outlined funding sources, projects completed, projects forthcoming and 

expenditures approved by the DDA Board of Directors.  Noteworthy 2017-18 projects included marketing, 

Belleville Road Streetlights conversion to LED, the Belleville Road Placemaking Initiative and the Bridge Widening 

for pedestrian Path Belleville Road over I-94-East side. DDA counsel has recommended the issuance of bonds to 

fund the pedestrian path project. Aerotropolis Executive Director Rob Luce provided a history of Aerotropolis 

highlighting the recent changes in governance, marketing strategies and initiatives going forward. 

 

Discussion on the 2017 amended and 2018 proposed Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) budget. LDFA 

Chairman Dodson highlighted activities completed which included bond refinancing, the re-zoning and marketing 

of a parcel in the LDFA district from agriculture to commercial and marketing of the Grace Lake Corporate Center. 

Development forthcoming is a 150,000-square foot office facility, within the center, a new sign for placement 

along I-275 that provides the Township the ability to display changeable messages. 

 

Discussion on Resolution 2017-20 the Stormwater Maintenance Agreement between the Township and Belleville 

Development for the Towne Place Suites. This agreement designates that the property owner will be responsible 

for and maintain the Stormwater facilities on the property located at 46418 N. I-94 Service Dr.  

 

Discussion on the purchase of playground equipment for Van Buren Park in an amount not to exceed $70,000. 

Bids were received and opened on September 1st. Snider Recreation, Inc. was selected as the recommended 

provider of choice for the playground equipment. The project is consistent with the Parks and Recreation Master 

Plan, is being funded through the use of Community Development Block Grant funds, and is expected to be 

completed in the Spring of 2018 in conjunction with replacement of pavilion #2.  

 

Presentation on the proposed management restricting of the Planning and Economic Development Department 

and Public Services. Director Akers presented a revision to the management structure that provides oversite of 

both departments. Changes would include a Director of Developmental Services, Director of Water and Sewer and 

the elimination of the Deputy Director of Planning and Economic Development.  Current management staff would 

be incorporated into, and job responsibilities redefined under the proposed structure. The proposal provides for a 

$40,900 refund to the General Fund by shifting 50% of the salary associated with the Director of Developmental 

Services into the Water and Sewer budget. 

 



 
Discussion on the replacement of current Apple Airpad Board Packet Tablets. Board members have experienced 

issues with the current iPad’s. The tablets are utilized by Board members for work study and board packets. 

Replacement incorporates a trade in value for the current iPad’s.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Comments included: Request for clarification of Stormwater maintenance agreements as they 

relate to property owners and the Township, Board member tablet replacement schedule and utilization of Nixle 

by the Public Safety Department. 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Frazier, seconded by Miller to adjourn at 6:46 p.m. Motion Carried.  

 

______________________________    Date: _______________. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk      

 

_______________________________    

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor     Date: ________________. 

 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 

 
Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: Supervisor 

McNamara, Clerk Wright, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin, Trustee Miller and Trustee 

White. Others in attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Planning and Economic Development Deputy 

Director Best, Executive Assistant Selman, and an audience of two (2). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Frazier moved, Miller seconded to approve the agenda. Motion Carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Martin moved, White seconded to approve the revised Consent Agenda removing 

Consent Agenda item #10 [Approval of the 2018 Board of Trustees Meeting Schedule]. Motion Carried. 

The consent agenda included: Work Study Session minutes of August 14, 2017, Closed Session minutes of 

August 14, 2017, Special Board Meeting minutes of August 9, 2017, Special Board Meeting minutes of 

August 10, 2017, Board Meeting minutes of August 15, 2017, Prepaid List of August 17, 2017, Prepaid List 

of August 24, 2017, Prepaid List of August 31, 2017, Voucher List of September 5, 2017, Approval of the 

2018 Holiday Schedule, Approval of the replacement of current Apple Airpad Board Packet Tablets. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Trustee White responded to a letter he had received from a resident regarding his 

use of a Township vehicle while serving as Township Supervisor. Trustee White indicated he was charged 

for his personal mileage as evidenced by mileage records maintained by the Accounting Coordinator.    

Supervisor McNamara announced that Public Safety Day is Saturday September 16, 2017 from 10 a.m.-

2:00 p.m. at Atchinson Ford. This event is free to all Van Buren Township residents. Clerk Wright 

announced Van Buren Township has formed a community partnership with Van Buren Public Schools in 

establishing a Chess Club at Owen and McBride Middle schools this fall. Those interested can sign up at 

the Van Buren Township Park and Recreation webpage: www.vanburen-mi.org/parks-and-recreation. The 

program begins the 2nd week of October and volunteers are needed (even if you don’t play). 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Resident reminded Board members of the agenda guidelines for correspondence as 

opposed to announcements. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

Wright moved, Miller seconded to approve Resolution 2017-20 the Stormwater Maintenance Agreement 

between the Township and Belleville Development. Motion Carried. This agreement designates that the 

property owner will be responsible for and maintain the Stormwater facilities on the property located at 

46418 N. I-94 Service Dr. 

Martin moved, Miller seconded to approve the purchase playground equipment for Van Buren Park in an 

amount not to exceed $70,000. Motion Carried. Bids were received and opened on September 1st. Snider 

Recreation, Inc. was selected as the recommended provider of choice for the playground equipment. The 

project is consistent with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, is being funded through the use of 

Community Development Block Grant funds, and is expected to be completed in the Spring of 2018 in 

conjunction with replacement of pavilion #2. 

http://www.vanburen-mi.org/parks-and-recreation
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REPORTS: The May and June 2017 Budgetary Reports were received. Reports are available for inspection 

at the Clerk’s office, 46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren Township, MI 48111. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Van Buren Township has formed a community partnership with Van Buren Public 

Schools in establishing a Chess Club at Owen and McBride Middle schools this fall. Those interested can 

sign up at the Van Buren Township Park and Recreation webpage: www.vanburen-mi.org/parks-and-

recreation. The program begins he 2nd week of October and volunteers are needed (even if you don’t 

play).  

NON-AGENDA ITEMS: Board members requested an update on the delay of the McBride Road 

Improvement project. Deputy Director Best indicated additional engineering was needed to address water 

and sewer work and driveway approach replacement that will occur in conjunction with the road 

improvement, permitting and funding commitment confirmation. Trustee White praised the efforts of 

everyone involved in the air show and indicated he had reimbursed the Township for the three lunches 

he acquired during the budget meetings. Resident expressed concern over projects engineered by Wade 

Trim, thanked the Board and staff for their dedication, encouraged dialogue with Wayne county and 

Wayne County municipalities as it pertained to Stormwater maintenance agreements and questioned if 

an agreement with Waste Management would be forthcoming. Supervisor McNamara indicated that he 

has prepared numerous documents for Board members to review regarding the landfill and is allowing 

Board Members a time to review the materials received.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Miller moved, Budd seconded to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Motion Carried. 

 

_____________________________________     Date: ______________ 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk 

 

_____________________________________     Date:  ______________ 

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor 
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