
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JULY 18, 2017 BOARD MEETING 7:00 P.M. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Supervisor McNamara ____________      Trustee Miller    ____________ 

Clerk Wright   ____________      Trustee White    ____________ 

Treasurer Budd   ____________      Engineer Nummer   ____________ 

Trustee Frazier   ____________      Attorney McCauley   ____________ 

Trustee Martin   ____________      Secretary Montgomery  ____________ 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Work Study Session minutes of June 19, 2017. 

2. Board Meeting minutes of June 20, 2017. 

3. Prepaid List of June 23, 2017. 

4. Prepaid List of June 29, 2017. 

5. Prepaid List of July 13, 2017 

6. Voucher List of July 5, 2017. 

7. Voucher List of July 18, 2017 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: To receive public comment on the Assessment Roll for the McBride Road 

Improvement Special Assessment District. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 1. Plante Moran 2016 financial audit presentation. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

 1. To consider acceptance of the Plante Moran 2016 financial audit. 

2. To consider approval of the re-appointments of Steve Partridge and Gerald Graf to the Water and 

Sewer Commission with terms to expire June 1, 2019. 

3. To consider approval of Resolution 2017-15 the Downriver Utility Wastewater Authority (DUWA) 

Stipulated Agreement.  

4. To consider approval of the Township Vehicle Management & Replacement Policy. 

5. To consider approval and confirmation of Resolution 2017-16 the assessment role for the McBride 

Road Improvement Special Assessment District. 

6. To consider approval of Resolution 2017-17 authorizing a loan from the Landfill fund in the amount 

of $185,407.00 at an interest rate of 1.25% for the McBride Road Improvement Project. 

7. To consider approval of the re-authorization of Wade Trim to continue preliminary Engineering 

Services for the McBride Road Improvement Project. 

8. To consider approval of the second (final) reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (1) an amendment to the 

General Code of Ordinances Article II (Municipal Civil Infractions) of Chapter 1 (General 

Provisions). 

9. To consider approval of the second (final) reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (2) the addition to the 

General Code of Ordinances Section 14-36 (Animal Waste) to Chapter 14 (Animals), Article II 

(Dogs), Division 1 (Generally). 
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10. To consider approval of the second (final) reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (3) the addition to the 

General Code of Ordinances Article VI (Diseased or Dangerous Trees, Shrubs, or Plants) to Chapter 

42 (Environment). 

11. To consider approval of the second (final) reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (5) an amendment to the 

General Code of Ordinances Section 66-34 to 66-36 of Article II (Collection and Disposal) of 

Chapter 66 (Solid Waste). 

12. To consider approval of the first reading of Ordinance 07-18-17 (1) an amendment to the General 

Code of Ordinances Chapter 50 (Law Enforcement), Article 1 (In General) Sec. 50-1 to 50-3.  

13. To consider approval of the Landlord Consent Agreement with STS Hydropower LTD (operator of 

French Landing Dam). 

14. To consider approval of the Consent and Acknowledgement with Eagle Creek Hydro Holdings, LLC 

(Parent Company of STS Hydropower, LTD.). 

15. To consider approval of the Drawdown Agreement with Eagle Creek Hydro Holdings, LLC (Parent 

Company of STS Hydropower, LTD.). 

 

REPORTS: April 2017 Budgetary Report 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 



 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

WORK STUDY MEETING MINUTES  

JUNE 19, 2017 

 

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Sheldon Room.  Present: Supervisor 

McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Trustee White, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin and Trustee Miller. Absent 

and Excused:  Clerk Wright.   Others in attendance:  Secretary Lothringer, Developmental Services Director 

Akers, Deputy Director Best, DDA Director Ireland, Lt. Bazzy, Attorney McCauley, Attorney Mannarino, 

Attorney Greco and an audience of six (6). 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS:    

Supervisor requested that the order of items be changed to allow for discussion on item #4 first. 

Discussion on the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (4) an amendment to the General Code of 

Ordinances Section 66-30 (trash receptacles) of Article II (Collection and Disposal) of Chapter 66 (Solid 

Waste).  This amendment of the trash receptacles ordinance, Sec. 66-30, provides rules for the storage of 

receptacles as well as the amount and type of waste that will be picked up. 

Discussion on the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (1) an amendment to the General Code of 

Ordinances Article II (Municipal Civil Infractions) of Chapter 1 (General Provisions).   The addition of 

Article II (municipal Civil Infraction) of Chapter 1 (General Provisions) provides enforcement 

power/remedies to the township to take action against violations and provides enforcement power in 

the district court, which will allow for more cost effective ordinance enforcement. 

Discussion on the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (2) the addition to the General Code of Ordinances 

Section 14-36 (Animal Waster) to Chapter 14 (Animals), Article II (Dogs), Division 1 (Generally).   The 

addition of Section 14-36 provides enforcement power/remedies to the township to take action against 

this nuisance as well as civil infraction penalties for violation. 

Discussion on the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (3) the addition to the General Code of Ordinances 

Article VI (Diseased or Dangerous Trees, Shrubs, or Plants) to Chapter 42 (Environment).   The addition 

of Article VI to Chapter 42 provides enforcement power/remedies to the township to take action against 

these nuisances. 

Discussion on the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17 (5) an amendment to the General Code of 

Ordinances Section 66-34 to 66-36 of Article II (Collection and Disposal) of Chapter 66 (Solid Waste).   

The addition of the storage container ordinances, Sec. 66-34 to 66-36, provides rules for the rules of 

placement and time limit for the containers as well as penalties for the violation of the article and 

remedies available to the township. 

Discussion on Resolution 2017-13 to establish the McBride Road Improvement Special Assessment 

District.  After the scheduled public hearing the next step in the Special Assessment District (SAD) 

process is to adopt a resolution which establishes the Special Assessment District.  This resolution 

essentially does the following: 

A. Approves the cost estimates for the project. 

B. Designates the boundaries of the district. 

C. Confirms the petition for sufficiency. 



 

 

 

D. Identifies the amount to be specially assessed to the SAD. 

E. Directs the Supervisor and Assessing Officer to prepare the Special Assessment Roll. 

Discussion on Resolution 2017-14 to schedule the public hearing on the assessment role for the McBride 

Road Improvement Special Assessment District.   After the Special Assessment District (SAD) is 

established the next step in the process is to adopt a resolution which schedules the public hearing for 

the assessment roll which the Township Assessor will prepare in time for the notices to be mailed and 

published in the paper.  This resolution essentially does the following: 

A. Indicates that the annual payment for the single family properties is estimated at $578.22 

per year (plus interest) for a five (5) year period to pay the costs of the special assessment. 

B. Indicates that the Special Assessment Roll will be prepared and filed with the Township 

Clerk by July 6, 2017.  This is the first day the public hearing notice will be published in the 

newspaper. 

C. Schedules the Public Hearing for July 18, 2017 which is the next available Township Board 

meeting. 

D. Authorizes the Township to publish the required public hearing notices. 

Discussion on the First Hearing on the McBride Road Improvement Special Assessment District. 

Discussion on the Accounting Coordinator Personal Services Agreement between the Township and 

Carol Towles.    

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Discussion on actions regarding the unfinished condominium units at Cobblestone Ridge.   

Public comments included:  Concern over attorney costs in reference to Cobblestone Ridge, tickets in 

reference to trash receptacles, arborist determination of tree health and storage containers.  

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Miller, seconded by Martin to enter in to closed session at 6:06 p.m. for the 

purpose of discussing litigation. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Frazier, Martin, Miller and White. 

Nays: None. Absent/Excused: Clerk Wright. Motion Carried. 

CLOSED SESSION: The Township Board went into closed session, pursuant to MCL 15.268(h) and MCL 

15.243 (1) (g) to discuss trial and/or settlement strategy involved in the pending litigation, Van Buren Twp. 

v. Amanda Jackson, Wayne County Circuit Case No. 15-015063.     

Miller moved, White seconded to reconvene the Work Study Session at 6:55 p.m. Motion Carried. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further discussion Frazier moved, Martin seconded to adjourn the Work 

Study Session at 6:57 p.m. Motion Carried. 

 

______________________________    Date: _______________. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk      

 

_______________________________    

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor     Date: ________________. 

 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

JUNE 20, 2017 

 
Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: Supervisor 

McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin, Trustee Miller and Trustee White.  Absent 

and Excused:  Clerk Wright.  Others in attendance: Township Attorney Mannarino, Planning and Economic 

Development Director Akers, Deputy Planning and Economic Development Director Best, Human 

Resource Director Sumpter, Lieutenant Bazzy, Bookkeeper Towles, Secretary Ireland and an audience of 

seven (7). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Frazier moved, White seconded to approve the revised agenda adding Consent 

Agenda Item seven (7), removing Correspondence (Plante and Moran Financial Audit presentation,) and 

removing New Business Item seven (7).  Motion Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Martin moved, seconded Miller to open the Public Hearing to receive public comment 

on the first hearing of the McBride Road Improvement Special Assessment District at 7:03 p.m. Motion 

Carried. Director Akers explained that the public hearing for the McBride Improvement Special 

Assessment had been scheduled at the June 6, 2017 Township Board Meeting.  The local paper of record 

published the Public Hearing notices on June 8 and June 15, and the public hearing notice has been mailed 

to the legal owners who have frontage on McBride.  Preliminary estimates for the project are $914,000 

[$729,000 from Wayne County, $90,000 from Van Buren Public Schools and $95,000 assessed to the 

owners who have frontage on McBride.]  The public hearing on the assessment roll will be on July 18, 

2017.  Supervisor McNamara read one letter into the record from a resident on McBride that was not in 

agreement with the proposed assessment district and urged the Board to vote against the establishment 

of a Special Assessment. Supervisor McNamara and Director Akers addressed questions and concerns 

from the public and Township Board Members.  Miller moved, Budd seconded to close the public hearing 

at 7:16 p.m. Motion Carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Miller moved, Budd seconded to approve the revised Consent Agenda {Work Study 

Session minutes of June 5, 2017, Closed Session minutes of June 5, 2017, Board Meeting minutes of June 

6, 2017, Prepaid List of June 9, 2017, Prepaid List of June 15, 2017, Voucher List of June 20, 2017 and 

approval of the Attorney recommendation regarding case #15-015063-CZ}.  Motion Carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

NEW BUSINESS:  White moved, Martin seconded to approve Resolution 2017-13 to establish the McBride 

Road Improvement Special Assessment District.  Motion Carried. 

Budd moved, Miller seconded to approve Resolution 2017-14 to schedule a hearing on the assessment 

roll for the McBride Road Improvements Special Assessment District. Motion Carried. 

White moved, Frazier seconded to approve the second reading of Ordinance #06-06-17 to rezone parcel 

V125-83-021-01-0009-304, also known as 49412 Michigan Avenue from C (Local Business) and C-2 

(Extensive Highway Business) to C-1 (General Commercial)  Roll Call Vote:  Yeas: Frazier, Martin, Miller, 

White, Budd and McNamara.  Nays:  None.  Absent and excused:  Wright. 
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Miller moved, Budd seconded to approve the first reading of ordinance 06-20-17(1) an amendment to the 

General Code of Ordinances Article II (Municipal Civil Infractions) of Chapter 1 (General Provisions.)  

Motion Carried.  

Martin moved, Frazier seconded to approve the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17(2) an addition to the 

General Code of Ordinances Section 14-36 (Animal Waste) to Chapter 14 (Animals.)  Motion Carried. 

White moved, Frazier seconded to approve the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17(3) an addition to the 

General Code of Ordinances Article VI (Diseased or Dangerous Trees, Shrubs or Plants) to Chapter 42 

(Environment.)  Motion Carried. 

Miller moved, Budd seconded to approve the first reading of Ordinance 06-20-17(5) an amendment to 

the General Code of Ordinances Section 66-34 to 66-36 of Article II (Collection and Disposal) to Chapter 

66 (Solid Waste.)  Motion Carried. 

White moved, Miller seconded to approve the Accounting Coordinator Personal Services Agreement 

between the Charter Township of Van Buren and Carol Towles and authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to 

execute the agreement.  Motion Carried. 

REPORTS: None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Waste Management was thanked for supplying the golf carts that were used by the 

Township Board for the Strawberry Festival Parade and Museum Director Dallos was thanked for her help 

and storing them overnight. Announced that Accounting Coordinator Morse was retiring after 20 years 

and everyone wishes him well.  The 2017 fireworks will be held on Saturday, June 24 (rain date: June 25) 

at the Beck Road Ballfields.  Supervisor thanked Sovereign Partners, Canvasser Development, Belleville 

Square Shopping Center and US Ecology for their donations towards the fireworks event.  Belleville High 

School defensive back Davion Williams announced that he had chosen the Michigan State football team 

for the 2018 recruiting class.  He had 17 scholarship offers, including Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Purdue, 

Wisconsin, UCLA, Syracuse, Iowa State, Temple and a number of Mid-American Conference schools.  

Training has begun on how to use the AED’s purchased by the DDA for Township Hall.  Van Buren Township 

Clerk Wright has received the highest honor a Clerk can receive in the state of Michigan. Congratulations 

on being Clerk of the year. Some Van Buren Township Board members will be driving to Kalamazoo for 

the presentation. 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS: Resident extended appreciation to the Township Board for removing Item number 

seven (7) from the agenda for further discussion on the storage of trash receptacles on residential 

property.  

ADJOURNMENT:  White moved, Budd seconded to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. Motion Carried. 

 

_____________________________________     Date: ______________ 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk 

 

_____________________________________     Date:  ______________ 

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor 
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