
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

October 22, 2014 
MINUTES 

 
Chairperson Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Present:  McKenna, Budd, Kelley, Boynton, Johnson, Franzoi and Thompson. 
Excused:  None.    
Staff:  Secretary Harman.  
Planning Representatives:  McKenna Associates, Sally Hodges and Patrick Sloan.   
Audience:  Two. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion McKenna, Boynton second to approve the agenda of October 22, 2014 as presented.  
Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Motion Johnson, Kelley second to approve minutes from October 8, 2014 as presented. 
Motion Carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
ITEM # 1  CASE# SPR 14-021 
TITLE: THE OWNER, SCOTT POWLUS (MCDONALDS USA, LLC), IS REQUESTING FINAL 

SITE APPROVAL FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN ADDITIONAL DRIVE-
THROUGH LANE AND OTHER SITE CHANGES. 

 
LOCATION: PARCEL NUMBER V125-83-074-01-0001-008, ALSO KNOWN AS 2193 

RAWSONVILLE ROAD (MCDONALDS).  THE SITE IS APPROXIMATELY 2.7 ACRES 
AND IS LOCATED IN THE C-1, GENERAL BUSINESS ZONING DISTRICT.  THIS SITE 
IS LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF RAWSONVILLE ROAD, SOUTH OF I-94. 

 
Attorney Paul Langstrom of Dykema Gossett Law Firm gave the presentation for the applicant.  The 
applicant has received special use approval and engineering approval.  The final plans due to a 
computer error noted 28 trees instead of 31 trees on the site plan.  The tree count will be corrected 
to 31 trees on the final plans and all light fixtures will be locked in the straight down position as 
required.   
 
Sally Hodges of McKenna Associates presented final site review letter dated 10-16-14 recommending 
final site approval subject to the conditions in the letter. 
 
Commissioner Johnson presented the WadeTrim review letter dated 10-16-14 recommending final 
site plan approval. 
 
Motion Kelley, Boynton second to grant final site plan approval to McDonalds located at 2193 
Rawsonville road subject to conditions in the McKenna Associates review letter dated 10-16-14, the 
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Commission’s approval of the drive-thru structures and signs and the WadeTrim review letter 
dated 10-16-14.  (letters attached) 
Motion Carried. 
  
ITEM # 2 ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE – TECHNICAL REVIEW 
 

Patrick Sloan of McKenna Associates gave the technical review of the zoning ordinance update.  The 
review touched on areas of the zoning ordinance in need of improvement. 
 
Commissioners Boynton, Franzoi and Kelley will work along with Mr. Sloan and Mrs. Hodges as a 
subcommittee and will report to the Planning Commission periodically with overviews of work done.  
Mr. Sloan asked commissioners to notify him of areas that they would like to work on, to involve all 
members in the process.  Mr. Sloan will coordinate the days and times to meet for the committee. 
 
 

GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
 

Commissioner Boynton gave an update on the Michigan Association of Planning Conference he 
attended in October on Mackinac Island and encouraged fellow commissioners to attend the 
conference next year. 
 

Resident inquired when Menards will return to the Planning Commission.   
 
Motion McKenna, Boynton second to adjourn at 8:36 p.m.   Motion Carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Christina Harman 
Recording Secretary 
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