
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

JANUARY 25, 2017 
MINUTES 

 
Chairperson Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Present:  Franzoi, Boynton, Atchinson, Budd and Thompson. 
Excused:  Jackson and Kelley.    
Staff:  Director Akers, Deputy Director Best and Secretary Harman.  
Planning Representatives:  None.   
Audience:  Eighty-Four (84). 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion Boynton, Budd second to approve the agenda of January 25, 2017 as presented.   
Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Motion Atchinson, Boynton second to approve the regular meeting minutes of January 11, 2017 as 
presented.  Motion Carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
ITEM # 1 BELLEVILLE LAKE SHORELINE DISTRICTS ORDINANCE 
 
TITLE: CONSIDER AMENDING THE TEXT OF THE VAN BUREN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 6-2-92 BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE XVIC, BELLEVILLE 
LAKE SHORELINE DISTRICTS, SECTIONS 16.01C. – 16.06C. 

 

Motion Boynton, Franzoi second to open the public hearing.  Motion Carried. 
 
Director Akers gave a brief overview presenting the timeline of the work conducted by staff and the 
Shoreline Workgroup for the amendments to the Lake Shoreline Districts Ordinance. 
 
Will Hawley, chair of the Shoreline Workgroup gave a presentation of the changes made to the 
Belleville Lake Shoreline Districts Ordinance.  Mr. Hawley discussed the protection of existing 
conforming and non-conforming structures (grandfathering), property owners’ exclusive right to use 
shoreline property, setbacks and lot lines for handling property disputes, 60% frontage coverage, 
repairs to existing structures and shoreline blight.  Mr. Hawley recommended approval of the Lake 
Shoreline Districts Ordinance. 
 
Fifteen (15) residents addressed questions and concerns at the podium.  The following items were 
discussed: the township’s right to remove structures, variances and exceptions for existing and new 
structures due to lot size, lowering of the lake level for cleanup, concerns with FERC requirements, 
structures approved prior to ordinance acceptance and their work timeframe, new structure permit 
and approval process, how the ordinance effects and applies to City of Belleville residents, trees 
hanging over or into the lake, fencing on lakefront property, how to address property disputes, how 
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the township will determine what is blight, maintenance of existing structures, instances that require 
a lake letter, the number of watercraft in the BLA and BLB districts and the process for approval of the 
ordinance.  Director Akers, Deputy Director Best and Shoreline Workgroup Chair Will Hawley 
confirmed there is a grandfathering clause in the ordinance for existing conforming and non-
conforming structures and the Ordinance allows lakefront owners exclusive use of the property. 
Director Akers presented a correspondence letter from a resident dated 1-24-17 (letter attached).  
The Belleville Lake Shoreline Districts Ordinance is available on the township website for review.  The 
Commission thanked residents, stakeholders and the Shoreline Workgroup for their hard work. 
 
Motion Budd, Franzoi second to close the public hearing.  Motion Carried. 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION:  
 
Director Akers gave a brief update on the status of Mr. Kishmish’s attempt to purchase the property to 
the north of his on Belleville Road for the proposed multi-tenant building with drive-thru. 
 

Motion Boynton, Atchinson second to adjourn at 9:16 p.m.   Motion Carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Christina Harman 
Recording Secretary 
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