
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

August 13, 2014 
MINUTES 

 
Chairperson Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Present:  Franzoi, Johnson, Boynton, Kelley, McKenna, Budd and Thompson. 
Excused:  None.    
Staff:  Secretary Harman.  
Planning Representatives:  McKenna Associates, Sally Hodges.   
Audience:  Three. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion Kelley, Boynton second to approve the agenda of August 13, 2014 with the amendment to 
letter D under the New Business item to state “Planning Commission considers action to approve”.  
Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Motion Johnson, Franzoi second to approve minutes from July 23, 2014 as presented. 
Motion Carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
ITEM # 1  CASE # SLU & SPR 13-013 
 

TITLE: THE APPLICANT, RICHARD YOST (YOST SAND & GRAVEL), IS REQUESTING 
APPROVAL TO CONSTRUCT A POND IN THE FRONT (NORTH) SIDE OF THE 1.15 
ACRE SITE ZONED O-T, OFFICE TECHNOLOGY, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE IV 
(PONDS) OF CHAPTER 42 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES. 

 

LOCATION:   PARCEL TAX ID NUMBER V-125-83-033-99-0017-000, LOCATED AT 45697 
ECORSE ROAD, IS LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF ECORSE ROAD BETWEEN 
BECK ROAD TO THE WEST AND BELLEVILLE ROAD TO THE EAST. 

 
Glenn Gatt of Norway Landscape and Design gave the presentation for the applicant.  The applicant 
was unaware a permit was needed for the water feature being installed.  Mr. Gatt brought photos of 
the site and pamphlets on the water feature. 
 

Sally Hodges of McKenna Associates presented review letter dated 8-4-14 recommending the 
Planning Commission grant approval of the pond permit at 45697 Ecorse Road including approval of 
the 5 variances included in the review letter from the Pond Ordinance per section 42-215. 
 
Commissioners discussed the landscape to include tall vegetation, grasses and evergreens around the 
water feature, water depth of the pond, safety of customers walking by the pond and zoning. 
 
Susan Ireland, Van Buren Township DDA Director the DDA is pleased with the new type of amenity 
and applauds the applicant for their forward thinking. 
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Motion Boynton, Budd second to grant the applicant, Richard Yost, approval to construct a pond in 
the front (north) side of the 1.15 acre site to include the recommendations in the McKenna 
Associates review letter dated 8-4-14.  Motion Carried. (letter attached)  
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
 

Sally Hodges of McKenna Associates gave commission members an update on Costco’s meeting with 
the BZA and discussed upcoming agenda items for the next Planning Commission meeting. 
 

Motion Johnson, Boynton second to adjourn at 7:59 p.m.   Motion Carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Christina Harman 
Recording Secretary 
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