
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

December 12, 2018 
MINUTES 

 
Chairperson Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Present:   Franzoi, Jahr, Boynton, Kelley, Atchinson, Budd and Thompson. 
Excused:  None.    
Staff:  Director Akers, Planning Intern Stamper and Secretary Harman.  
Planning Representatives:  None. 
Audience:  Three (3). 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
 
Motion Budd, Atchinson second to keep the same officers in place, nominating Carol Thompson as 
Chairperson, Donald Boynton as Vice-Chairperson, Bryon Kelley as Secretary and Board of Zoning 
Appeals member with Donald Boynton as the alternate Board of Zoning Appeals member.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Motion Budd/Franzoi second to close and accept.  Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion Boynton, Jahr second to approve the agenda of December 12, 2018 as presented.   
Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Motion Jahr, Boynton second to approve the regular meeting minutes of November 14, 2018 as 
presented.  Motion Carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
ITEM # 1 16-046 – TEMPORARY LAND USE 
 
TITLE: THE APPLICANT, RICARDO INC., IS REQUESTING TEMPORARY LAND USE 

APPROVAL TO OPERATE A MOBILE REFUELING STATION AT 40000 RICARDO 
DRIVE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, MI  48111. 

 
LOCATION: PARCEL NUMBER V-125-83-047-99-0007-702 (40000 RICARDO DRIVE).  THIS 

PROPERTY IS LOCATED ON RICARDO DRIVE, WHICH IS ON THE EAST SIDE OF 
HAGGERTY ROAD, NORTH OF TYLER ROAD. 

 
Bob Neighbors of Ricardo Inc. gave the presentation.  The applicant previously requested temporary 
land use to operate a mobile refueling station at this location, there are no changes from the previous 
request and safety measures are in place.  The pumps are monitored, if a malfunction occurs they will 
shut down immediately.   
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Planning Intern Stamper presented her review letter dated 12-4-18 recommending approval of 
Ricardo Inc.’s temporary land use permit for a Mobile Hydrogen Refueling Unit for fuel cell vehicles 
from December 2018 – April 2019 subject to the following condition: 

1. Compliance with the conditions set forth in the 12-5-18 Fire Department review letter. 
 
Director Akers presented the Fire Department review letter dated 12-5-18 recommending approval.  
The project is the same as previously submitted with no changes and all requirements met.  Director 
Akers provided the applicant with a copy of the fire department review letter to keep in compliance 
with the conditions set forth in the letter. 
 
No questions from the Commission or the audience. 
 
Motion Kelley, Boynton second to grant temporary land use approval to Ricardo Inc. to operate a 
mobile refueling station at 40000 Ricardo Drive, based on the analysis and subject to the conditions 
in the staff review letter dated 12-4-18 and the fire department review letter dated 12-5-18. Motion 
Carried. (Letters Attached) 
 
ITEM # 2 2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Director Akers presented the 2019 Planning Commission meeting schedule.  Meetings are on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room.  The months of November and 
December will have only meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
Motion Boynton, Franzoi second to approve the 2019 Planning Commission meeting schedule.  
Motion Carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Motion Kelley, Boynton second to adjourn at 7:46 p.m.   Motion Carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Christina Harman 
Recording Secretary 
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