
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS AGENDA 

FEBRUARY 9th, 2016 7:00 PM 
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP HALL 

Board of Trustees Room 
46425 Tyler Road 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Medina Atchinson _____ Vice-Chair Amos Grissett  _____ 
Corresponding Secretary Joe Barnabei  _____ Commissioner Edward Miller _____ 
PC Representative Byron Kelly _____ Commissioner David Senters _____ 
Trustee Jeff Jahr _____ Director Ron Akers   _____ 
Deputy Director Matthew R. Best _____ Recording Secretary Anna Halsted   _____ 
Alternate Robert McKenna _____ 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
 
MINUTES: Approval of minutes from January 19th, 2016 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1) MENARD, INC. 
 

Case # BZA 16-001  
Location: Parcel Number V-125-83-061-99-0005-721, which is vacant.  The site is 

located on the west side of Belleville Road between Tyler Road to the north 
and I-94 to the south. 

 
Requesting:  The applicant is requesting a variance from the following sections of the 

Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance: 
• Article 13, Section 13.03(c)(5): All materials stored outdoors shall not 

be piled to a height of more than 6 feet.  The proposed height of the 
uncovered materials stored outdoors on the south and west sides of the 



building is 14 feet. 
• Article 4, Section 4.23 (Total Signage): The total permitted area of 

outdoor signage is 339 square feet.  The proposed signage is 742.3 
square feet – 652.3 sq. ft. of signage proposed on the principal building 
and 90 sq. ft. of signage proposed on the monument sign. 

• Article 4, Section 4.23 (Building Wall Signage): The total permitted 
area of wall signage on a building is 200 sq. ft.  The proposed wall 
signage on the principal building is 652.3 sq. ft. 

• Article 4, Section 4.23 (Directional Signage):  Directional signage is 
permitted, provided they do not exceed 6 sq. ft. in area of 4 feet in 
height.  1 “IN” and 2 “OUT” signs are proposed to be 17.5 feet high, 1 
lumber yard entrance sign and 1 thank you sign are proposed to be 24 
sq. ft. and 19 feet high. 

 
A. Presentation by Township Staff. 
B. Presentation by the Applicant. 
C. Public Hearing 
D. Board of Zoning Appeals discussion. 
E. Board of Zoning Appeals action. 

 
 

2) Paul Taylor  
 

Case # BZA 16-002  
Location: Parcel Number V-125-83-143-99-0011-000.  The site is located on the 

South side of Riggs between Haggerty Road to the east and Renton to the 
west. 

 
Requesting:  The applicant is requesting a variance from the following sections of the 

Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance: 
• Article 4, Section 4.14(b)(1)(d)(2) (Accessory Building Lot Coverage): 

Total allowable lot coverage for accessory buildings on the property is 
1625.6 square feet. 

 
A. Presentation by the Applicant. 
B. Presentation by Township Staff. 
C. Public Hearing 
D. Board of Zoning Appeals discussion.  
E. Board of Zoning Appeals action. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMENTS, AND OPEN DISCUSSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS  

Tuesday - January 19, 2016 
MINUTES - DRAFT 

 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm in the Board of Trustees room by Chairperson 
Atchinson.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Present: Atchinson, Barnabei, Senters, Grissett 
Absent Excused: McKenna, Jahr, Miller 
Staff: Best, Halstead 
Audience:  4 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA: 
Motion to accept agenda as presented Barnabei, Seconded by Grissett 
Motion Carried 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Motion to approve amended minutes from September 8, 2015 Grissett, Seconded by Barnabei. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion to accept minutes from December 8, 2015 Barnabei, Seconded by Grissett  
Motion Carried 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
Grissett asked if there were remaining items to discuss from December. Best stated that if anyone 
had any further questions on the training material provided by Director Akers and his presentation 
in December can forward those to him and (2) that Menards variances will be part of the Open 
Discussion section of agenda tonight. 
 
NEW BUSINESS None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMENTS, AND OPEN DISCUSSION:  
Best reminded members that two items are on the agenda at the next meeting.  The first item will 
be the Menard Variances. The applicant will be applying for the exact same variances approved 
back in 2015.  These variances expired because the applicant did not begin the project yet. In the 
Packet will be all the information given at the meeting when they submitted their first variance 
requests.  
 
The second item is a request for a variance in lot coverage in order to build a Pole Barn of a 
specific size.  



Grisset asked where Packets will now be sent to. Best stated everything will be sent electronically, 
but if anyone wanted a hard copy, those would be available for pick up at the Public Safety Desk 
upon request. As soon as packets are ready, they will be sent to the board members. 
 
Motion Grissett, seconded by Barnabei to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.  
MOTION CARRIED 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Anna Halstead, Recording Secretary 
 








































































