
 

Consent Agenda item #6 was corrected and item #7 was removed. 

 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

AUGUST 18, 2015 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

              TENTATIVE AGENDA  
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Supervisor Combs  ____________      Trustee McClanahan  ____________ 

Clerk Wright   ____________      Trustee Miller    ____________ 

Treasurer Budd   ____________      Engineer Nummer   ____________ 

Trustee Hart   ____________      Attorney McCauley   ____________ 

Trustee Jahr   ____________      Secretary Montgomery  ____________ 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Work Study Session Minutes of August 3, 2015. 

2. Closed Session Minutes of August 3, 2015. 

3. Regular Board Meeting Minutes of August 4, 2015. 

4. Prepaid List of August 6, 2015. 

5. Voucher List of August 18, 2015. 

6. Appointment of Mr. Khalil Rahal (Wayne County Representative) to the Local Development Finance 

Authority (LDFA) with a term to expire at Wayne County’s discretion August 12, 2019. 

7. Re-Appointment of Harlan Davenport to the Construction Code of Appeals Board with a term to expire 2-28-

2017. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:   
 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
     

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
  

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. To consider approval of the Fire Marshal Job Description. 

2. To consider approval of the Fire Inspector Job Description. 

3. To consider granting Special Land Use Approval to Denton partners, LLC for a gas station and drive-thru 

restaurant at 49230 Michigan Ave. and 5825 Denton Rd. 

4. To consider approval of Resolution 2015-33 authorizing the reassignment of the existing Detroit Water and 

Sewer Department water contract to the Great Lakes Water Authority. 
 

REPORTS: Budgetary Report of June 2015 

   

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

   

ADJOURNMENT: 



 

 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

WORK STUDY SESSION MINUTES 

AUGUST 3, 2015 

 

Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Sheldon Room. Present: Supervisor 

Combs, Clerk Wright, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Miller and Trustee McClanahan. Late 

arrival (4:01) Trustee Jahr. Others in Attendance Secretary Montgomery, DDA Director Ireland, 

Executive Assistant Clair, Attorney Vinson, DPS Director Taylor,  Deputy Director Public Safety-Fire 

Besson, Deputy Director Public Safety-Police Wright, Public Safety Director Laurain and an audience of 

two (2).  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: Discussion on the Job Description and Personal Services Agreement between Ronald 

A. Akers and the Township. Mr. Akers has been selected as the candidate to fill the vacant Planning and 

Economic Development Director position. He has a background in both the public and private sector.  

 

Discussion on the Special Land Use request by Denton partners, LLC for a gas station and drive-thru 

restaurant at 49230 Michigan Ave. and 5825 Denton Rd. The gas station will be “USA to GO” and the 

drive-thru tenant has not yet been identified.  

 

Discussion on the Fire Inspector-Permanent Part-Time Job Description. The position has been tentatively 

negotiated with the Michigan Association of Fire Fighters (MAFF) union and the Township. This position 

replaces language referred to in Article XVI, Section 7 recognized within the collective bargaining 

agreement. 

 

Discussion on the Fire Marshall Job Description. The position has been tentatively negotiated with the 

Michigan Association of Fire Fighters (MAFF) union and the Township. This position replaces the 

previous job title of “Full-Time Fire Inspector” recognized in the collective bargaining agreement.  

 

Discussion on Resolution 2015-33 assignment of the Detroit Water & Sewer Department Contract to the 

Great Lakes Water Authority. The lease agreement was approved 6-12-15. If approved the GLWA will 

assume the legal authority to continue the services called for in our existing water contract. Target date 

for the initial transfer from the DWSD to the GLWA is January 1, 2016.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comments included: the desire to “take care of” the Developmental 

Services Department; language regarding certification requirements in the Fire Marshall and Fire 

Inspector-Permanent Part Time job descriptions; addition of a non-compete clause for fire fighters who 

receive training from Van Buren Township. 

 

Board members comments included: A request for additional information regarding the scheduling of 

duty crew hours; update on the bond re-finance, update on Cobblestone Ridge and the need to move 

forward with the budget process.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further discussion, Hart moved, Jahr seconded to adjourn to Closed 

Session at 5:15 p.m. to discuss on-going negotiations and administrative proceedings involving the POLC 

Command Officers. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: Combs, Budd, Wright, Hart, Jahr, McClanahan and Miller. 

Motion Carried. 

 

CLOSED SESSION: To discuss on-going negotiations and administrative proceedings involving the 

POLC Command Officers.  

 



Work Study Session Minutes 

August 3, 2015-Page 2 

 

ADJOURNMENT: The Work Study Session was reconvened at 6:46 p.m. There being no further 

discussion Budd moved, McClanahan seconded to adjourn the Work Study Session at 6:50 p.m. Motion 

Carried. 

 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

           

Leon Wright, Township Clerk       Date: _________________. 

 

 

             

Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor     Date: __________________. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 4, 2015 
 

Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: Supervisor Combs, 

Clerk Wright, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr, Trustee McClanahan and Trustee Miller. Others 

in attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Executive Assistant Clair, an audience of seven (7).  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Hart moved, Budd seconded to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 

Carried. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Budd moved, Wright seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. 

[Regular Board Meeting Minutes of July 21, 2015; Prepaid List of July 24, 2015; Prepaid List of July 29, 

2015; Voucher List of August 4, 2015; Resolution 2015-32 supporting “No Reason Absentee Voting” and 

approval of the 2016 Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART) Municipal Credit 

Contract.] Motion Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING: None. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Clerk Wright thanked RECALL Corporation for providing the annual free shred day on 

Saturday August 1, 2015 and Public Services Department personnel Kirk Jenkins, Mike Burgor and Jeff 

Fondaw for their assistance in making this service to the community a success. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS:   Budd moved, Miller seconded to approve the job description and Personal Services 

agreement with Ronald A. Akers and the Township and authorized the Supervisor and Clerk to execute 

the agreement. [Mr. Akers has been selected to fill the position of Director of Planning and Economic 

Development with a start date of August 17, 2015]. Motion Carried. 

REPORTS: None 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Beck Road is currently closed between Tyler Rd. and Ecorse Rd. while the Detroit 

Water and Sewer Department completes water main repairs.  

AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): Residents commented on:  The need for the Board to show budget cuts 

and savings in order to pass the Public Safety Millage; requested the Board contact DTE Energy to 

determine why areas in the Township consistently experience power outages and that this could possibly 

be a result of the use of sub-contractors ; Van Buren Township has the second lowest tax rate in Wayne 

County; most of the taxes on residents tax bills go to other entities with a significant portion going to 

Wayne County; that the Public Safety millage is a bait and switch to pay the Visteon bonds and that the 

Supervisor made statements, she denied, at the recent LDFA meeting.  

Supervisor Combs said she would contact DTE Energy to determine power outages in the area and how 

we compare to other communities. She stands by any statements made, fully supports the Public Safety 

Department and is also well aware of the Visteon bond debt which will need to be addressed. 
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ADJOURNMENT: Hart moved, Miller seconded to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. Motion Carried.   

 

______________________________    Date: _______________. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk      

 

_______________________________      

Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor    Date: ________________. 
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